The modern food system has been architected by a handful of privileged
people. Food sovereignty insists that this is illegitimate because the
design of our social system isn’t the privilege of the few but the right of all.

— Rajeev Patel
Chapter 13, author of The Value of Nothing and Stuffed and Starved

round the world, people are resisting the environmental,
social and political destruction perpetuated by the industrial
agricultural system. This resistance has led to a new and
radical agricultural practice amongst peasant and farmer
organizations: food sovereignty. Food sovereignty aims to provide for the
food needs of all people while respecting the principles of environmental
sustainability, local empowerment and agrarian citizenship. Concerned
not only with local food production but also with fundamental social
change, food sovereignty aims to transform the industrial agricultural
system. Bringing together internationally recognized experts in the field,
this book critically engages contemporary debates concerning food
sovereignty while exploring new research directions. This exceptional
collection examines the historical rise of the industrial agricultural system,
outlines the environmental and social consequences of this system and
gives voice to the peasant movements that are planting the seeds of a
revolution that could fundamentally alter our relationship with food — and
with each other.
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Hannah Wittman is an assistant professor of sociology and Latin Amer-
ican studies at Simon Fraser University. Annette Aurélie Desmarais was
a cattle and grain farmer for 14 years. She is now associate professor
of international studies at the University of Regina. Nettie Wiebe is an
organic farmer and professor of ethics at St. Andrew’s College, University
of Saskatchewan.
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